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Greg and Katie Grant will
unvell a new option for takeout
food today in Exst Brainerd.

Their business, Casa-Holls,
ofiers made-from-scratch cas-
seroles and shde dishes ready 1o
pop in the oven at home,

"We're trying to bring fami-
lies back together ar the dinner
table” Mrs. Grant said.

The Grants married four
years ago and have five chil-
dren, ages 13 to 24, between
them Mrs. Grant, 45, is a camp
director at her familys Camp
Greystone In Tuxedo, N.C. Mr
Grant, 31, i5s mortgage lending
manager at SLM Financial.

Mir=. Grant said her hushand
mentioned ahout 2 year ago that
they should think of something
to do together when be retires.

When she told him she want-
ed 1o open a casserole takeout
business, “the phone went
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dead,” she said. "He told me he
wasn't thinking of something
quite that big."

Mr. Grant admitted to being
skeptical about the idea

*I've been in money and
banking business for 31 years
— it's all I've known,” he said.
“I've heard so many horror sto-
ries about people who've gotten
into the food business. [ was
hesitant to jump on the band-
wagon."

After helping create the busi-

ness plan, he warmed up to the  that. The more [ thooght abowut

Katie's idea, the better it was."
Mrs. Grant said her camp

invalvernent has taught her the
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idea of Casa-Rolls, he said.

*The idea of getting people

hack around the dinner table is
what I love,” he said. “Tt seems
the public has gotten away from
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timing and organization nec-
essary for mass food produc-
tion.

“We're like the new McDon-
alds, but we want to take fast
food ina different direction,” she
said “50 many people are cating
ouf not because they want to but
becauss they have to”

The Grants said they plan to
expand the menu in the fall, bat
they're opening with six dinner
casseroles, one brunch casse-
role, a marinated pork render-
boin to grill at home and several
galads and side dishes. Dinner
E:Iresr- range from $13.70 for a

r-serving chicken, rice and
vegetable casserole to $26.95 for
am eight-serving cheesy chicken
spinach casserole.

“We're trylng to reach all
income levels,”™ Mrs. Grant
gaid.

All foods are labeled with
nutritional values. ingredients
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Five full-time and several
part-time employees are on the
payroll at Caza-Rolls. All of the
children will ke helping out,
Mrs. Grant said, and the eldest,
Mant Grant, 24, is the manag-
er. He has prévious restaurant
experience at Formosa, Sekisui
and Chili’s.

“Everyone will be cross-

trained to cook, assemble
and sell the casseroles,” Mrs.
Grant sald. “Ope of Man's best
strengihs is his training abil-
by

The Grants hope to open

two more Casa-Rolls in the
mpear future — one bn the Signal
Mountain/Red Bank area and
another in Hixsomn

Matt Grant says he would
like to franchise as soon as pos-
sible outside Chattanouoga.

Casa-Rolls is in the new
Shoppes at Marmmow Bridge at
the commer of East Brainerd
and [enkins roads. Customers
may come in or use the drive-
through window,

E-mail Anne Fraly at
abraly@timesfreepress.com
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Katie Grant, owner of Casa-Rolls in East Brainerd, explains
&nﬁm&nu and the daily tasks to new staffers at the calering
ness




